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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Following the success of the inaugural program, Oslo International Hub (OIH) launched the 

second international accelerator program on the 8th October 2015. The aim of the program 

is to help international talents develop and grow their businesses in Norway. It attracted 

over 60 applicants of 30+ different nationalities. It’s precisely this international dimension 

that makes OIH’s program unique. In addition to the seminars and workshops, the intensive 

three-week program offered participants a platform for cross-sector exchange of 

competence and experience. The international aspect of the program underpins OIH’s 

efforts to expand the opportunities for foreign talents in Norway. The program lasted until 

9th of November.  

 

 

PARTICIPANTS OF THE 2015 ACCELERATOR PROGRAM: 
The participants of the 2015 Accelerator program were selected through a rigorous 

application process. The screening process revealed a diverse pool of applicants with a wide 

range of professional, educational and international experience.  

 

Participants of the 2015 Accelerator program 
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Overview: 

 51 participants of 31 nationalities  

 Age ranged from 23-51 years 

 Professional experience ranged from 3-28 years 

 Years in Norway ranged from 0-14 years  

 

EVALUATION: 
The overall feedback from the participants of the 2015 Oslo International Accelerator was 

positive. Majority of the participants thought the program was of high calibre, and found the 

workshops informative and the content applicable. More importantly, the program offered 

participants with a unique opportunity to network with experienced entrepreneurs as well 

as other international talents.  

 

A seminar on ‘How to Attract Investors’ by Dr. Asle Berger 
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Overview: 

 88 % of the respondents rated the quality of the program as very good or excellent. 

The remaining 11 % thought it was good.  

 78 % of the respondents thought the material they learned was very or extremely 

applicable, and 83 % thought the content of the program was very or extremely 

helpful. The remaining 16,67 % found the content somewhat helpful.  

 89 % of the respondents though the speakers of the international accelerator 

program were very or extremely engaging. The remaining 11 % thought they were 

somewhat engaging.  

 On the question on what they plan to do after completed program, 41 % responded 

that they plan to start their own company and hire more people, whereas 5, 88 % 

expressed the desire to start a sole proprietorship. Another 41 % said that they plan 

to start a project on the side that could evolve into a business, and the remaining 

11,76 % responded that they do not have any plans yet.  

 

Overall, the program was a success and majority of the participants indicated that they 

would recommend the program. 

 

Participants of the 2015 Accelerator program 
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QUOTES FROM THE 2015 PARTICIPANTS: 
“The value we are getting from the accelerator is exceptional. Anywhere else we would 

be paying large sums of money to get this kind of applied and useful knowledge. The 

mentors guide you on how to navigate building your business and you build a network 

with the mentors and the people that work on this project.” Lidia Bolotova, Russia  

 

“The Oslo International Hub is a place to be, to learn, shape ideas, make contacts or get 

business partners, etc. because we all have good ideas. The start-up course makes your 

idea even better. I’m very honoured and I recommend it”. Calú Tsemane, Mozambique  

 

“I am now more confident on what is the way to do certain activities/steps in Norwegian 

systems. I know where to seek help and I have got some people I can approach to and 

ask for assistance if needed”. Adnan Spahic, Bosnia and Herzegovina  

  

“I think it was so helpful and I have met many other friends who want to start businesses 

here”. Kristin H, The United States 

 
“I am glad to be one of the lucky ones to take part in this educating and motivating 

course. Jørns and Thorsteins powerful teamwork gave the possibility to start a dream 

business sooner”.  Henri Kass, Estonia  

 

“It was helpful. I'm grateful for everyone has contributed in this course where I've met 

nice people and exchanged ideas with them”. Jaafar Alahmad, Syria 

 

“With the help of the International Accelerator program, I was able structure the project 

into a business model and a business plan. Now I just need the funding, the capital, the 

investors to start the project”. Abilio Brito, Portugal  
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